Appendix C. Epistemic authority and core debates in peer review.

This appendix outlines the theoretical and conceptual foundations relevant to epistemic authority and key debates in peer review in planning journals. Understanding these dynamics is crucial for discerning how knowledge is validated and disseminated. Table 1 (n. 9) examines the power and legitimacy of epistemic authority, while Table 2 (n. 15) delineates t principal debates in the context of planning research peer review.

Table 1. Overview of seven books and two book sections published from 1980 to 2025. A detailed analysis of epistemic authority. (n. 9)
	[bookmark: _Hlk214648521]No. 
	Date
	Subject Area and Category
	Book
	Short Title
	Key words
	Description
	Authors

	1. 
	1980
	Social Science 
· Anthropology
· Cultural & Social
	Power/knowledge: Selected interviews and other writings 1972–1977
	Power/knowledge

	knowledge discourse, insidious mechanisms, regimes of truth, power
	Explores the nature of power in society, showing how it operates through organized forms of social life and insidiously penetrates individuals’ actions, discourses, learning, and everyday practices.
	(Foucault, 1980)

	2. 
	1998
	Social Sciences
· Morality 
· Society Series

	Rationality and Power: Democracy in Practice

	Rationality and Power

	democracy, rationality in planning, knowledge, technocratic claims, marginalize democratic, planning practice, political interests, power
	Demonstrates how power shapes and distorts rationality in planning, showing that technocratic claims to neutrality often conceal political interests and systematically marginalize democratic and experiential forms of knowledge.
	(Flyvbjerg, 1998)

	3. 
	1988
	Social Sciences
· Philosophy
· Theory
· Politics
· History
· Anthropology
	Can the Subaltern Speak? 
	Marxism and the Interpretation of Culture
	epistemic violence, knowledge, post-colonial societies, legitimate, epistemic erasures, he third world people
	Asks “Can the subaltern speak?” to interrogate whose knowledge is recognized as legitimate. She exposes the epistemic erasures produced by imperial and elite discourses, where political authority is privileged over social experience, silencing marginalized voices through what she terms epistemic violence.
	(Spivak, 1988)

	4. 
	2000
	Social Sciences
· Environmental policy
· Citizen participation
	Citizens, Experts, and the Environment: The Politics of Local Knowledge
	Citizens, Experts, and the Environment
	local knowledge, citizen participation, expertise, democratic legitimacy, politics of knowledge
	Demonstrate the tension between expert authority and democratic participation, how local and experiential knowledge can challenge positivist models and enrich policymaking, thereby advancing debates on the democratization of expertise.
	(Fischer, 2000)

	5. 
	2001
	Social Science
·  Sociology
	Re-Thinking Science: Knowledge and the Public in an Age of Uncertainty
	Re-Thinking Science
	society and science, epistemological core, contextualized or context-sensitive science
	Argues that shifting societal demands transform science, leading to “contextualized” knowledge production where science and society are dynamically intertwined, moving beyond one-way communication.
	(Nowotny, Scott, & Gibbons, 2001)

	6. 
	2003
	Social Sciences
· Business Strategy
· Organizational Theory and Behaviour
· Knowledge Management
	Architectures of Knowledge: Firms, Capabilities, and Communities
	Architectures of Knowledge
	knowledge architectures, networks, learning communities, distributed expertise, knowledge production
	The importance of the role of knowledge, the theoretical debates on the production and use of knowledge, the challenges that face those managing knowledge at different levels of the organization and present a challenging model of distributed governance of knowledge.
	(Amin & Conhendet, 2003)

	7. 
	
	Social Science
· Business & Economics
· Developing & Emerging Countries
	Towards Participatory Local Governance: Six Propositions for Discussion
	Towards Participatory Local Governance
	democratic principles, governance, participation, 
	Responding to a global “crisis in governance,” this chapter explores the imperative of participatory local governance. It presents six propositions to bridge the widening disconnect between citizens and the state, advocating for new relationships built on democratic principles, citizenship rights, and genuinely inclusive participation in local decision-making.
	(Gaventa, 2003)

	8. 
	2007
	Social Sciences
· Epistemology
	Epistemic Injustice: Power and the Ethics of Knowing Get access Arrow
	Epistemic Injustice
	epistemic injustice, ethics of knowing, inequalities, knowledge, interpretive resources testimonial injustice, hermeneutical injustice, marginalized groups, power
	Identifies a distinctively epistemic form of injustice, the unfair distribution of knowledge and interpretive resources. She distinguishes between testimonial injustice, when prejudice undermines a speaker’s credibility, and hermeneutical injustice, when structural inequalities prevent marginalized groups from making sense of their experiences within shared interpretive frameworks.
	(Fricker, 2007)

	9. 
	2014
	Social Sciences
· Sociology
	Epistemologies of the South: Justice Against Epistemicide
	Epistemologies of the South
	cognitive injustice, global social justice, global cognitive justice, marginalizing the knowledges, plural epistemologies, Western domination,
	Introduces the concept of cognitive injustice, arguing that global social justice is impossible without global cognitive justice. He critiques Western domination for marginalizing the knowledges and wisdoms of the Global South and calls for the validation of plural epistemologies.
	(Santos, 2014)




Table 2. Overview of fifteen articles published in scientific journals from 2001 to 2025. A detailed analysis of epistemic authority and core debates in peer rev (n: 15).
	[bookmark: _Hlk214648540]No. 
	Date
	Subject Area and Category
	Journal
	Title
	Key words
	Authors

	1. [bookmark: _Hlk214648695]
	2006
	Social Sciences
· Geography, Planning and Development
	Planning Theory
	Deep difference: Diversity, planning and ethics
	Diversity, planning, ethics
	(Watson, 2006)

	2. 
	2011
	Social Sciences
· Geography, Planning and Development
· Urban Studies
	City: analysis of urban trends, culture, theory, policy, action
	Assemblage and critical urbanism
	assemblage, urban knowledge, situated assemblages, critical urbanism
	(McFarlane, 2011)

	3. 
	2015
	Social Sciences
· Geography, Planning and Development
· Urban Studies
	City: analysis of urban trends, culture, theory, policy, action
	Towards a new epistemology of the urban?
	reflexivity, epistemology, urban
	(Brenner & Schmid, 2015)

	4. 
	2017
	Social Sciences
· Library and Information Sciences
	Journal of Information Science
	Academics’ attitudes towards peer review in scholarly journals and the effect of role and discipline. 
	academic, peer review
	(Rowley & Sbaffi, 2017)

	5. 
	2019
	Social Sciences
· Social Sciences (miscellaneous)
	Disciplinary and Interdisciplinary Science Education Research
	New directions in socioscientific issues research
	disciplinary, interdisciplinary, education research, knowledge, education knowledge, complexity
	(Zeidler, Herman, & Sadler, 2019)

	6. 
	2021
	Arts and Humanities
· History
	Global Intellectual History
	Introduction: Exploring methodological pluralism in intellectual and conceptual history
	interdisciplinary, interdisciplinary research, pluralism/methodological pluralism,
	(Rosales & López, 2021)

	7. 
	2022
	Social Sciences
· Geography, Planning and Development
	Planning Theory & Practice
	Whose knowledge counts in the planning of urban sustainability? – Investigating handbooks for nudging and participation
	knowledge , whose knowledge counts, planning
	(Westin & Joosse, 2022)

	8. 
	2022
	Environmental Science
· Management, Monitoring, Policy and Law
	Journal of Environmental Policy and Planning
	Politics of knowledge use: epistemic governance in marine spatial planning
	knowledge, epistemic governance, planning
	(Rekola & Paloniemi, 2022)

	9. 
	2022
	Social Sciences
· Geography, Planning and Development
	Sustainability
	Understanding urban complexity via the spatial diversity of activities: An application to Barcelona (Spain)
	spatial diversity, urban complexity
	(Palenzuela, Riu, Izquierdo, Donada, & Úbeda, 2022)

	10. 
	2022
	Social Sciences
· Library and Information Sciences
	Journal of Documentation
	Innovating peer review, reconfiguring scholarly communication: an analytical overview of ongoing peer review innovation activities
	academic journal, peer review, 
	(Kaltenbrunner, Pinfield, Waltman, Woods, & Brumberg, 2022)

	11. 
	2023
	Multidisciplinary
· Multidisciplinary
	Nature
	Stop the peer-review treadmill. I want to get off
	academic journals, peer review
	(Dance, 2023)

	12. 
	2024
	Multidisciplinary
· Multidisciplinary
	Royal Society Open Science
	Examining uncertainty in journal peer reviewers’ recommendations: a cross-sectional study
	journal articles, peer review
	(Barnett, Allen, Aldcroft, Lash, & McCreanor, 2024)

	13. 
	2025
	Social Sciences
· Geography, Planning and Development
	Planning theory
	‘Care-full’ planning: Towards an ethics and politics of care in planning.
	ethics, care, justice, responsibility, attentiveness, planning
	(Davoudi & Ormerod, 2025)

	14. 
	2025
	Arts and Humanities
· Philosophy
Social Sciences
· Social Sciences (miscellaneous)
	Social Epistemology
	New waves in the philosophy of epistemic authority and expert testimony: An introduction to the special issue
	epistemic authority
	(Hauswald & Schmechtig, 2025)

	15. 
	2025
	Social Sciences
· Multidisciplinary
	JORMA International Journal of Health and Social Sciences
	Epistemic violence in psychological research: Unveiling bias in methodology, methods, and the peer review process
	bias, epistemic violence, peer review
	(Ncube, 2025)




Subject area: Social sciences (15), Multidisciplinary (2), Arts and Humanities (2), Environmental Science (1)

· Category: Business & Economics (1), Geography, Planning and Development (5), History (1), Library and Information Sciences (2), Management, Monitoring, Policy and Law (1), Multidisciplinary (3), Philosophy (2), Social Sciences (miscellaneous) (2), Urban Studies (3),

Key words: 
· planning, planning practice
· epistemic/epistemic authority, epistemology, epistemic violence, knowledge, (knowledge production, education research, education knowledge), technocratic claims
· academic, peer review, gatekeeping, stewardship
· interdisciplinary, methodological pluralism, complexity
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