Appendix E: A Three-Pronged Critical-Reflective Approach. (n. 35)

Table 5. Thirty-five articles published in scientific journals between 2015 and 2025 demonstrate A Three-Pronged Critical-reflective Approach. 
	No. 
	Date
	Subject Area and Category
	Journal
	Title
	Key words
	Key Alignment

	Short Description
	Authors

	1. 
	2016
	Social Sciences
· Geography, Planning and Development
	Progress in Human Geography
	Geographies of race and ethnicity II: Environmental racism, racial capitalism and state-sanctioned violence
	environmental racism, racial capitalism, state violence
	Despite myths of neutrality, exposing systemic racial harm requires radical transparency in research evaluation. Her work compels reflexivity tools to confront, not erase, structural inequities.
	Environmental racism is not a byproduct but a core component of racial capitalism, a system in which the state is a complicit agent of violence against devalued communities.
	(Pulido, 2016)

	2. 
	2016
	Multidisciplinary
· Multidisciplinary
	PLoS ONE
	Peer review quality and transparency of the peer-review process in open access and subscription journals
	peer review, transparency, quality, 
	Establishes a reliable tool for assessing peer-review transparency and demonstrates a positive correlation between transparency and peer-review quality, including reduced acceptance of flawed submissions.
	



	Develops and validates a tool to measure peer-review transparency, showing a strong link between transparency, higher-quality peer review, and reduced acceptance of low-quality submissions.
	(Wicherts, 2016)

	3. 
	2017
	Multidisciplinary
· Multidisciplinary

	PLoS ONE
	Survey on open peer review: Attitudes and experience amongst editors, authors and reviewers
	academic, peer review, open peer review, transparency, satisfaction
	Open peer review (OPR) as a solution to traditional peer review limitations: its implementation support and concerns.
	Large-scale survey shows strong OPR support but highlights implementation concerns.
	(Ross-Hellauer, Deppe, & Schmidt, 2017)

	4. 
	2017
	Social Sciences
· Library and Information Sciences
· Social Sciences (miscellaneous)
	Scientometrics
	Duration and quality of the peer review process: the author’s perspective
	peer review, duration, quality, satisfaction
	To gain insight into the duration and quality of the scientific peer review process.
	Discuss authors' perceptions of peer review quality related to Review timeline, referee feedback, author revision speed, and overall experience.
	(Huisman & Smits, 2017)

	5. 
	2017
	Environmental Science
· Environmental Science (miscellaneous)
	GAIA - Ecological Perspectives for Science and Society
	Ten reflective steps for rendering research societally relevant
	
	
	
	(Pohl, Krütli, & Stauffacher, 2017)

	6. 
	2018
	Social Sciences
· Library and Information Sciences
· Social Sciences (miscellaneous)
	Scientometrics
	Journal peer review: a bar or bridge? An analysis of a paper’s revision history and turnaround time, and the effect on citation
	peer review, the effect on citation.
	The peer review process may constitute a form of knowledge production.
	Examine how the reviewing process might itself contribute to the citedness of papers.
	(Rigby, Cox, & Julian, 2018)

	7. 
	2018
	Social Sciences
· Education
	International Journal of Qualitative Methods
	Ensuring rigor in qualitative data analysis: A design research approach to coding combining NVivo with traditional material methods
	data analysis, qualitative research, grounded theory, NVivo, research methodology, design research methods, rigor
	Ensuring rigor in qualitative data analysis.
	Demonstrates how combining traditional and digital tools enhances rigor in qualitative research. Highlights the value of methodological depth and researcher-data interaction in qualitative analysis.
	(Maher, Hadfield, Hutchings, & Eyto, 2018)

	8. 
	2019
	Social Sciences
· Library and Information Sciences

	Learned Publishing
	What does better peer review look like? Underlying principles and recommendations for better practice
	peer review, integrity, content ethics, fairness,
	Supports the manuscript’s call for systemic reform by promoting fairness, transparency, and accountability as pillars of trust in peer review.
	Outlines five core principles—Integrity, Ethics, Fairness, Usefulness, and Timeliness—to guide peer review and protect scholarly legitimacy against misinformation.
	(Allen, et al., 2019)

	9. 
	2020
	Social Sciences
· Library and Information Sciences
· Social Sciences (miscellaneous)
	Scientometrics
	Peer reviewers equally critique theory, method, and writing, with limited effect on the final content of accepted manuscripts
	academic (publishing/ system/findings/
rigour), peer review, quality, 
	Highlights the limited impact of peer review on the final content of accepted manuscripts, suggesting potential areas for improvement in the review process.
	Discuss the substantive role of peer review in shaping academic research.
	(Stephen, 2020)

	10. 
	2020
	Social Sciences
· Education
	Journal of English for Academic Purposes
	“This work is antithetical to the spirit of research”: An anatomy of harsh peer reviews
	peer review, harsh peer reviews, criteria for ‘good reviews’
	Standards, comment, and criticism in the peer review process.
	Advocates for author autonomy in accepting or rejecting reviewer suggestions, emphasizing the negotiated nature of academic knowledge.
	(Hyland & Jian, 2020)

	11. 
	2020
	Multidisciplinary
· Multidisciplinary

	PLoS ONE
	Uncovering the moral heuristics of altruism: A philosophical scale
	The moral heuristics of altruism
	Altruism by distinguishing between moral heuristics (e.g., deontology, utilitarianism, virtue ethics).
	The Philosophical Moral-Framing Measure (PMFM) offers a validated tool for understanding and cultivating different types of moral reasoning.
	(Friedland, Emich, & M.Cole, 2020)

	12. 
	2020
	Social Sciences
· Library and Information Sciences

	Learned Publishing
	The platform for responsible editorial policies: An initiative to foster editorial transparency in scholarly publishing
	editorial policies, transparency, scholarly publishing
	PREP operationalizes Synergenesis: public procedural transparency enables systemic trust, aligning individual judgments into ethical, coherent peer review.
	Introduces The Platform for Responsible Editorial Policies (PREP), a public database tracking journals' peer review policies to enforce transparency and accountability in publishing.
	 (Horbach, Hepkema, & Halffman, 2020)

	13. 
	2021
	Social Sciences
· Geography, Planning and Development

	Environmental Science & Policy
	A framework for implementing evidence in policymaking: Perspectives and phases of evidence evaluation in the science-policy interaction
	peer review, evidence-based policy, policymaking, transparency
	Understanding how evidence is used in policymaking.
	Successful evidence-based policymaking requires scientists and policymakers to share a common understanding of how evidence should be produced and used and that this understanding needs to evolve through different phases of institutionalization.
	(Kano & Hayashi, 2021)

	14. 
	2021
	Social Sciences
· Library and Information Sciences
	Journal of Information Science
	A review on h-index and its alternative indices
	review, h-index
	Supports the integration of plural knowledge systems in urban planning.
	Evaluates limitations of the h-index and its alternatives in assessing research quality.
	(Bihari, Tripathi, & Deepak, 2021)

	15. 
	2021
	Business, Management and Accounting 
· Business and International Management
	Journal of the Academy of Marketing Science

	Reviewers as developmental coaches
	editors, reviewer, developmental coach, screening mindset
	Constructive developmental reviewing that respects authorial agency and avoids prescriptive or adversarial feedback.
	Reimagines peer review as a collaborative process like songwriting—balancing critique with support and creative freedom.
	(Houston & Hulland, 2021)

	16. 
	2021
	Social Sciences
· Education
	Perspectives on Medical Education

	Don’t be reviewer 2! Reflections on writing effective peer review comments
	peer review, reviewer, ethical or methodological issue
	Ethical expression in peer review communication.
	Examines how hostile tones harm authors and recommends respectful, constructive language to support scholarly development.
	(Watling, Ginsburg, & Lingard, 2021)

	17. 
	2022
	Social Sciences
· Library and Information Sciences
· Social Sciences (miscellaneous)
	Scientometrics
	The impact of geographical bias when judging scientific studies
	bias, geographical bias, judging scientific studies
	Proactive geographic diversification to ensure epistemic fairness and global inclusivity.
	Shows how geographic bias influences the evaluation of scientific work.
	(Kowal, Sorokowski, Kulczycki, & Żelaźniewicz, 2022)

	18. 
	2022
	Social Sciences
· Geography, Planning and Development
	ISPRS International Journal of Geo-Information
	Bridges and barriers: An exploration of engagements of the research community with the OpenStreetMap community
	research design and evaluation, 
	Support the broader need for more engaged and nuanced approaches to research, which is indirectly relevant to the argument for improved peer review. 
	It calls for deeper, interdisciplinary engagement and involving community actors in shaping research design and evaluation of research projects and programmes.
	(Grinberger, Minghini, Yeboah, Juhász, & Mooney, 2022)

	19. 
	2022
	Social Sciences
· Education
· Library and Information Sciences
	Research Evaluation
	Do peers share the same criteria for assessing grant applications? Get access Arrow
	peer review, evaluation criteria, reliability, academic experience
	Highlights the need for evaluation criteria to improve reviewer reliability.
	Investigates disagreement in peer review by examining whether scholars share a common understanding of evaluation criteria, a key condition for reliable peer judgment.
	(Hug & Ochsner, 2022)

	20. 
	2022
	Social Sciences
· Education
	Journal of Planning Education and Research
	Teaching data justice: Algorithmic bias and critical spatial analysis in urban planning education
	data justice, algorithmic bias, urban planning education
	It highlights a 'pedagogical gap' in ethical-tech training, reinforcing your argument that peer reviewers require adaptive expertise to balance data justice and rigor.
	Urban planning education fails to keep pace with technology, leaving students unequipped to tackle algorithmic bias. The article advocates for data justice-focused reforms, like ground truthing and contextual analysis.
	(Acolin & Kim, 2022)

	21. 
	2022
	Social Sciences
· Social Sciences (miscellaneous)
	Energy Research & Social Science
	Towards codes of practice for navigating the academic peer review process
	peer review, academic peer review process
	The need for a more collaborative and accountable peer-review process. 
	Establishing codes of practice would enable the academic community to navigate the peer review process more effectively, more meaningfully, and more efficiently.
	(Sovacool, et al., 2022)

	22. 
	2022
	Social Sciences
· Education
	International Journal of Qualitative Methods
	Ethical dilemmas in qualitative research: A critical literature review
	research ethics, qualitative research
	Ethical reflexivity in qualitative research to safeguard dignity beyond formal committee approval.
	Synthesizes ethical dilemmas in qualitative inquiry and calls for researcher mindfulness beyond static protocols.
	(Taquette & Souza, 2022)

	23. 
	2023
	Business, Management and Accounting 
· Business and International Management
	Journal of Management Studies
	Reining in Reviewer Two: How to Uphold Epistemic Respect in Academia
	epistemic
	Prioritizing authors' expertise and innovative contributions
	Epistemic respect in peer review, assess arguments based on their soundness, logic, and originality, rather than on irrelevant factors such as the author's reputation, journal ranking, or disciplinary affiliation.
	(Krlev & Spicer, 2023)

	24. 
	2023
	Arts and Humanities
· History
	Philosophy of Science
	Evidential variety and mixed-methods research in social science
	methods, mixed-methods research, social science, epistemic, qualitative, quantitative
	Epistemic integration through evidential variety in mixed-methods research.
	Argues that evidential diversity—not mere data-type mixing—strengthens causal inference in social science.
	(Kuorikoski & Marchionni, 2023)

	25. 
	2023
	Social Sciences
· Education
	English for Specific Purposes
	Becoming a reviewer: Insights from the student and editorial boards of ESPJ
	academic career, editorial board, reviewer, early career academics
	How mentored training moves reviewers from an ineffective, fragmented approach to a systematic, holistic one.
	How early career academics might become reviewers and ways to approach and respond to a paper as a reviewer.
	(Coxhead, 2023)

	26. 
	2024
	Social Sciences
· Library and Information Sciences
· Social Sciences (miscellaneous)
	Scientometrics
	The effect of publishing peer review reports on referee behaviour in five scholarly journals
	peer review, evaluation criteria, reliability, 
	Reveals a complex integration of multiple criteria in peer review, highlighting the need for a structured yet adaptable evaluation.
	Examines how reviewers integrate multiple criteria into their judgments, balancing simplicity with complex decision-making processes.

	(Hug S. E., 2024)

	27. 
	2024
	Social Sciences
· Education
	Journal of University Teaching and Learning Practice
	Humanising peer review with artificial intelligence: Paradox or panacea?
	humanising peer review, artificial intelligence
	The direct contrast between AI's inherent weaknesses and the essential function of a peer reviewed.
	There are significant limitations to the current artificial intelligence tools from bias to current corpus limitations that restrict its usefulness as a gatekeeper of knowledge, a key role a reviewer takes on board.
	(Crawforda, Allenb, & Lodge, 2024)

	28. 
	2024
	Social Sciences
· Social Sciences (miscellaneous)
	Journal of Value Inquiry
	Wisdom, action, and knowledge
	knowledge, wellbeing wisdom, 
	Applies Nath’s model of wise action to peer review, framing it as knowledge-based, context-sensitive judgment rather than technical correctness.
	Explores the connection between knowledge and wise action, underscoring the essential role of propositional knowledge in effective decision-making.
	(Nath, 2024)

	29. 
	2024
	Social Sciences
· Geography, Planning and Development
· Urban Studies
	Journal of Place Management and Development
	Proactive insights into place management: spatiotemporal effects of street food activities in public spaces
	proactive, spatiotemporal effects, contextual design factors
	Context-sensitive urban place management rooted in everyday practices and spatiotemporal dynamics.
	Examines how street food shapes public space use over time, highlighting vendor–consumer dynamics in Cairo.
	(Elshater & Abusaada, 2024)

	30. 
	2025
	Social Sciences
· Library and Information Sciences
	Global Knowledge, Memory and Communication
	Inconsistency in Web of Science citation counts: evidence from the COVID-19 literature
	citation, database, inconsistencies, 

	Validates critiques of citation-based evaluations.
	Demonstrates citation inconsistencies in trusted global citation database.
	(Elango, 2025)

	31. 
	2025
	Social Sciences
· Education
	International Journal for Academic Development
	Conceptions of peer review of teaching: a phenomenographic study
	Peer review
	Offers transferable insights into peer review feedback and alignment.
	Highlights the inherent tensions in peer review between its function as formal judgment and its role in collegial development, underscoring the need to align the review's purpose with its process.
	(Jacenyik-Trawoger & Bosanquet, 2025)

	32. 
	2025
	Social Sciences
· Social Sciences (miscellaneous)
	Societies
	Ethical AI in social sciences research: Are we gatekeepers or revolutionaries?
	ethical AI; social sciences; responsible AI; governance; bias; transparency
	Warns that without responsible governance, AI deployment risks entrenching algorithmic bias and eroding public trust.
	Highlights the ethical risks of AI in social sciences, emphasizing the need for proactive human stewardship to address concerns of algorithmic bias, governance, transparency, and fairness.
	(Runcan, et al., 2025)

	33. 
	2025
	Social Sciences
· Education
	Thinking Skills and Creativity
	Design, implementation, and evaluation of peer feedback to develop students’ critical thinking: A systematic review from 2010 to 2023
	critical thinking, peer feedback

	It emphasize on collaborative evaluation and epistemic respect.
	Summarizes the article's contribution to the pluralistic peer review system and its importance in dealing with tensions between different disciplines.
	(Zeng & Ravindran, 2025)

	34. 
	2025
	Social Sciences
· Geography, Planning and Development
· Urban Studies
	Journal of Urbanism
	Proactive urbanism— with or without an urban designer
	Proactive, proactive urbanism, urban design
	Proactive spatial adaptability in the Global South’s public spaces.
	Advocates anticipatory design strategies for functional change, with or without urban designers, based on local preferences.
	(Abusaada, Elshaterb, & Ouf, 2025)

	35. 
	2025
	Business, Management and Accounting 
· Business and International Management
	Journal of Marketing
	Constructive peer review made practical: A guide to the EMPATHY framework
	peer review, 
	Stepwise, constructive reviewing guided by empathy, clarity, and practical value to authors and editors.
	Proposes a structured seven-step framework (EMPATHY) to guide reviewers in delivering clear, helpful, and humane feedback.
	(Sridhar, 2025)



Subject area: Social sciences (32), Multidisciplinary (5), Business, Management and Accounting (1) = 38 articles
Social Sciences (miscellaneous) (10)
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